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Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  7392  3 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


July  1,  1985 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Green's  Salvage-Wolf  Point,  MT 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Roosevelt  Co.  Courthouse,  Wolf  Point,  MT 
Tom  Green,  Green's  Salvage,  Box  5048,  Wolf  Point,  MT 
Margaret  Simons,  Roosevelt  Co.  Courthouse,  Basement,  Wolf  Point,  MT 
Keith  Bryan,  Mayor,  Town  of  Wolf  Point,  201  4th  Ave.  S.,  Wolf  Point,  MT 
Chairman,  Fort  Peck  Tribal  Council,  Tribal  Bldg.,  Poplar,  MT 
James  McCann,  County  Attorney,  Roosevelt  Co.  Courthouse,  Wolf  Point,  MT 
Charles  Worley,  Public  Works  Director,  201  4th  Ave.S.,  Wolf  Point,  MT 
Jerry  Lee,  PHS  Indian  Health  Center,  107  H Street  E. , Poplar,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences,  DHES,  Helena,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  MT 
t©arlene  Staffeldt,  Documents-State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena,  MT 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Thomas 
Green/dba/Green' s Salvage  of  Wolf  Point,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely, 

yLs  , , 
■A#/  jji 


// 


/ LAkRY  D.  MITCHELL 


Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


LDM: vc 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau  Environmental  Science  Division,  Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Thomas  Green  dba  Green's  Salvage 

Description  of  Project  Proposed  vehicle  wrecking  facility  licensing  action. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

II 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
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1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major 


Comments  on 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  not 


necessary 


PER  Prepared  by:  Larry  D.  Mitchell 

Date:  6-25-85 


/i  Av/,  j 


, u 
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Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
General  Comments 


7/1/85 


The  applicant  has  proposed  licensing  a 12  acre  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  approximately  4 miles  west  of  Wolf  Point,  Montana.  Before  a 
wrecking  yard  can  be  established  and  licensed,  the  state  Motor  Vehicle 
Recycling  & Disposal  law  and  regulations  require  such  facilities  to  be 
shielded  from  public  view.  Public  view  is  that  point  six  feet  above  the 
center  of  any  public  road.  State  law  prohibits  the  establishment  of  new 
wrecking  facilities  unless  they  are  sited  such  that  they  can  be  shielded 
from  public  view. 

The  applicant  in  effect,  established  a wrecking  yard  at  this  location 
illegally  around  1979  or  1980  when  the  salvage  vehicle  inventory  was 
accumulated  at  the  site.  Currently  some  35  acres  of  ground  are  covered 
with  an  estimated  2000  junked  vehicles. 

The  applicant  proposes  reducing  the  size  of  the  yard  to  approximately 
12  acres  (660  feet  by  800  feet)  located  in  the  south  half  Eh  NE^  NW^ 
Section  25  T27N  R46E.  This  facility  is  visible  from  two  public  roads;  US 
Highway  2 to  the  north  and  the  Indian  Highway  to  the  east,  south  and  west. 
All  sides  of  this  facility  must  be  properly  shielded  from  public  view. 

The  north  side  of  the  yard  and  the  north  ends  of  the  east  and  west 
sides  must  be  quite  high  in  order  to  provide  screening  from  US  2 and  the 
north  portion  of  the  Indian  Highway  which  are  some  50  to  60  feet  higher  in 
elevation  than  the  proposed  facility.  The  yard  is  approximately  4100  feet 
from  these  elevated  roadways.  This  distance  and,  especially,  the  downsized 
facility  may  make  shielding  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  rules  possible. 

The  current  shielding  plan  for  this  facility  anticipates  the  con- 
struction of  earth  berms  or  banks  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  yard. 
These  berms  must  be  of  sufficient  height  to  shield  junk  vehicle  inventory 
from  public  view. 

A twelve  foot  high  pole  barn  is  planned  for  the  entire  660  foot  length 
of  the  north  perimeter  of  the  yard.  In  the  absence  of  a certified  site 
survey,  neither  the  applicant  nor  this  department  knows  whether  or  not  the 
12  foot  height  will  be  adequate  to  screen  the  yard.  If  not,  some  addition- 
al shielding  will  be  necessary  to  shield  the  junk  vehicles  at  the  facility. 

The  south  end  of  the  yard  nearest  the  Indian  Highway,  shop  and  other 
buildings  must  also  be  shielded  properly.  The  applicant  submitted  no 
shielding  plan  for  this  side  of  the  yard.  Screening  will  be  a simple 
matter  for  the  south  end  as  it  is  similar  in  elevation  or  above  the  roadway 
elevation.  Shielding  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  materials  and 
standards  of  Rule  16.14.202  ARM  will  be  required  on  the  south  end  of  the 
yard  as  well. 

Since  the  facility  is  proposed  to  be  shielded  with  dirt  berms  on  the 
east  and  west  sides,  there  will  be  a considerable  temporary  disturbance  of 
the  existing  soil  stability  and  vegetative  cover.  It  is  estimated  that 
approximately  2000  cubic  yards  of  soil  will  be  moved  to  construct  the  two 
berms.  By  rule,  shielding  wrecking  facilities  with  dirt  berms  is  accept- 
able provided  that  the  slopes  are  graded  smooth,  topsoiled  if  necessary  and 
seeded  with  an  adequate  seeding  formula  to  enhance  appearance  , prevent 
erosion  and  settling  and  minimize  the  establishment  of  weed  species.  The 
applicant's  shielding  plan  does  not  address  these  issues  or  indicate 
proposed  berm  heights.  If  the  facility  can  be  and  is  shielded  in  accor- 
dance with  the  screening  standards  found  in  Rule  16.14.202  ARM,  the  pro- 
posal will  be  acceptable  and  the  facility  eligible  for  licensing. 


The  establishment  of  a wrecking  yard  at  this  location  does  not  violate 
any  locally  adopted  land  use  planning  ordinances  according  to  a certifica- 
tion on  the  application  signed  by  the  County  Attorney.  The  surrounding 
area  is  currently  rural  and  agricultural  in  nature. 

The  establishment  of  this  facility  has  resulted  in  a considerable 
increase  in  traffic  on  roads  serving  the  site.  Both  US  2 and  the  Indian 
Highway  are  paved  and  capable  of  handling  this  increase  without  significant 
adverse  impacts. 

A minor  to  moderate  increased  demand  for  government  services  is 
possible  by  this  licensing  action.  A facility  of  this  size  will  generate  a 
considerable  quantity  of  solid  waste;  tires,  fuel  tanks,  spent  vehicle 
fluids  and  other  discards.  There  may  be  additional  demands  for  service 
from  law  enforcement  and  fire  protection  agencies.  Also,  this  facility  has 
been  in  operation  for  several  years.  Continued  failure  by  the  applicant  to 
voluntarily  comply  with  the  wrecking  facility  siting,  shielding  and  licens- 
ing requirements  of  state  law  will  result  in  additional  governmental 
efforts  to  require  compliance  judicially. 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  WRECKING  FACILITY 

APPLICATION  FOR  LI CENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Room  B-201  Cogswel 1 Building 
„ Helena,  MT  59620 

1)  Name  of  applicant:  ' ( h(jrr\ciS  /.  0~rye.-l 


2)  Name  of  facility: 

3)  Address:  jJ")  0 X ^ 


(S  ^ 'I  S' 


C'ptlj  Poisi f j'Vr  s c/^o  / 


4)  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility:  /J  n/'/vlS)  S~,rn. Dt  <2*^  oZ/' 

. / i u w — — £r 

3 /V  M V ,3<r-37-  <iL 


5)  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 

Name: 


Address : 


6)  Attachments:  a)  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 

b)  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 

7)  I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance,  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances  (to  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  official  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances). 


TITLE: 

OF: 


(city  or  county) 

8)  Date  (year  and  month)  that  your  facility  will  begin  operation: 
SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT:  ■/"  Vj 

TITLE:  


PHONE: 


,<51  ~J7.5~y 

£ * £ El  | \f  or- 

DATE : T ^iC^\  O b 

f.IAY  07  1985 


department  of  health 

cp.". o . • ** ,<v*  * M Ui'iTAL  SCIENCES 
& HAZARDOUS  WASTE  BUREAU 
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